Reminders

St. Joseph
Catholic Church

Grace Network - request for April-June: Oatmeal, grits, applesauce
Community Storehouse – individual microwaveable meals for children
We need every parishioner to using their time, gifts and talents to make this a vibrant, beautiful, spiritual place
of worship. Contact the church office to ask how you can help!

2481 Spruce St
Martinsville, va 24112

Bible Study : Sunday morning after 10:15 Mass Bible Study group that formerly gathered in the

Phone: (276) 638-4779 Fax: (276) 638-2218

library, will begin meeting Downstairs in the 1st classroom on the left on June 5. The elevator may be used if
desired. Questions? Call/see Barbara Kurtz 647-1906. All are welcome!
Thursday evening downstairs at 7:00, we will be studying and reflecting on “HEALING" by Mary Healy. We don't
have to be SAINTS to participate in someone else's healing or be healed ourselves -- the easy to read book
costs $ 12. Let us know if you are interested

Parish Pastoral Council:; Jim O’Brien,
Chair 734-9325; Colleen Ghammashi (614)
915-9401,Vice Chair; Ann Gunter, Sec.
673-1397; Maureen Aaron 806-7688; John
Bucciero 673-8414; Timothy Downey 6387856; Bonnie Favero 647-8049;; Barbara
Kurtz 647-1906; Isabel Loredo 806-3780;
Dennis Miller 252-9293

Events/handouts/ fundraiser policy
Any group or individual holding an event on St. Joseph property
must fill out an appropriate form, and have it signed by Fr.
Nicholas in advance. If you would like the event advertised in the
oral announcements, a written copy must be submitted to the
church office by Wed at 4 pm. Please plan your activities in
advance so that we can properly plan for its success. Forms are
available in the office or by email

Full Question

Why does the Roman Catholic Church teach the doctrine of "works righteousness," that through good works
one can earn salvation?

E-mail: office@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net
Website: www.stjoechurch.net

Parish Mission Statement: To foster and deepen faith in the Holy Trinity through the celebration of
the Eucharist and the Word of God & to be active disciples of our Savior, Jesus Christ, in our
community and throughout the world
PARISH OFFICES: (CLUSTER)
St. Joseph, Martinsville (276) 638-4779
Office Hours: Tues–Fri. 8:30am-4:00 pm
(Fr. Nicholas here Thurs. & Fri.)
St. Francis of Assisi, Rocky Mount
15 Glennwood Dr (540) 483-9591
(Fr. Nicholas here Tues. & Wed.)

ST. JOSEPH PARISH STAFF:
(please note change in email addresses)

Pastor, Fr. Nicholas Mammi:
nmammi@gmail.com cell: (540) 520-0858
Secretary/Dir. Religious Ed. Donna McGarry:
office@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net
Bookkeeper, Pat Prillaman:
bookkeeper@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net
Hispanic Coordinator, Eduardo Guerrero:
guerredu@hotmail.com

Answer

The Catholic Church has never taught such a doctrine and, in fact, has constantly condemned the notion that men
can earn or merit salvation. Catholic soteriology (salvation theology) is rooted in apostolic Tradition and Scripture
and says that it is only by God's grace--completely unmerited by works--that one is saved.
The Church teaches that it's God's grace from beginning to end which justifies, sanctifies, and saves us. As Paul
explains in Philippians 2:13, "God is the one, who, for his good purpose, works in you both to desire and to work."
Notice that Paul's words presuppose that the faithful Christian is not just desiring to be righteous, but is actively
working toward it. This is the second half of the justification equation, and Protestants either miss or ignore it.
James 2:17 reminds us that "faith of itself, if it does not have work, is dead." In verse 24 James says, "See how a
person is justified by works and not by faith alone." And later: "For just as a body without a spirit is dead, so also
faith without works is dead" (2:26).
The Council of Trent harmonizes the necessity of grace and works: "If anyone says that man can be justified
before God by his own works, whether done by his own natural powers or by the teaching of the Law, without
divine grace through Jesus Christ, let him be anathema" (Session 6; can. 1).
The Council fathers continued by saying, "If anyone says that the sinner is justified by faith alone, meaning that
nothing else is required to cooperate in order to obtain the grace of justification and that it is not in any way
necessary that he be prepared and disposed by the action of his own will, let him be anathema" (Session 6: can.
9).
By the way, "let him be anathema" means "let him be excommunicated," not "let him be cursed to hell." The
phrase was used in conciliar documents in a technical, theological sense, not in the same sense as the word
"anathema" is found in Scripture. Don't let "Bible Christians" throw you for a loop on this one.
So, far from teaching a doctrine of "works righteousness" (that would be Pelagianism, which was condemned at
the Council of Carthage in A.D. 418), the Catholic Church teaches the true, biblical doctrine of justification.

Mass Schedule:
Sunday: 10:15 (English) 11:45 (Spanish)
Weekdays: 12:10 Thursday & Friday
In case of inclement weather: look for closing announcement at stjoechurch.net and on local news. DO NOT
take unnecessary risks to get to Mass!

Sacraments:
Baptism: Call parish office to register for preparation classes. Expectant parents are
encouraged to attend.
Reconciliation: Wednesday 5:30-7:00 PM or by appointment
Marriage: Call or email for an appointment with Fr. Nicholas at least 6 months prior to
wedding.
Ministry with the Elderly: Homebound parishioners who would like to receive
communion at their home, contact the parish office.
Religious Education: Children: Wednesday 5:30 – 6:45 PM Sept.- May; Adults
(RCIA) Sundays 5:30. Call Jim Reaghard 638-1427 to register.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Jun 12 SUN: ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
2 Sm 12: 7-10. 13/ Ps 32: 1-2,5,7,11/ Gal 2: 16,19-21- Luke 7:36—8:3
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Rosary 9:45
Mass in English 10:15 –Rod & Theresa McGarry, 60th ann.
Pancake breakfast 11:30: in honor of new Seminarian (Matthew
Coleman) and Music Coordinator (Ginny Coffman)
Bible Study 11:30 (downstairs classroom)
Mass in Spanish 11:45 –
Jun 13 Mon: Anthony of Padua
1 Kgs 21: 1-16/ Ps 5: 2-7/ Mt 5: 38-42 –
when someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other
one to him as well.
Jun 14 Tue: Ordinary Weekday
1 Kgs 21: 17-29/ Ps 51: 3-6,11, 16/ Mt 5: 43-48 –
But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you.
Jun 15 Wed: Ordinary Weekday
2 Kgs 2: 1. 6-14/ Ps 31:20,21,24/ Mt 6:1-6,16-18Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.
Confessions 5:30-7:00
Parish Council 7:30

Jun 16 Thu: Ordinary Weekday
Sir 48: 1-14/ Ps 97: 1-7/ Mt 6:7-15Jesus teaches us how to pray the Our Father
Mass 12:10 –Joe & Ruth Stillwell 
Movie Night (Risen) 7:00
Jun 17 Fri: Ordinary Weekday
2 Kgs 11: 1-4.9-18,20/ Ps 132: 11-14.17-18/ Mt 6:19-23 –
For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.
MASS 12:10
Eucharistic Adoration 1:00-6:00pm
Jun 18 Sat: Ordinary Weekday
2 Chr 24:17-25/ Ps 89:4-5.29-30-34/ Mt 6:24-34
Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.
Sufficient for a day is its own evil.
Rosary at the grotto 9:00am
Jun 19 SUN: TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Zec 12: 10-11; 13: 1/ Ps 63: 2-6. 8-9 / Gal 3:26-29/ Lk 9: 18-24

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake will save it.
Rosary 9:45
MASS IN ENGLISH 10:15 Bible Study 11:30 AM (downstairs)

MASS IN SPANISH 11:45 –

Prayer requests
List of prayer requests can be found in the book
of prayer in the commons and on the homepage
of our website: http://stjoechurch.net
(To add or remove prayer requests, please call
the church office)
Add to the prayer list this week: Sarah Faye
Smyth, Thomas Moran

Sick, homebound, hospitalized? If you,
or someone you know, would like to receive the
Sacraments, please call the office. Outside of
office hours, please call Barbara Kurtz (276)
647-1906 or Blaise Plageman (276) 632-1591
If you would like a Mass offered for a loved
one, please call the church office or fill out a
Mass intention envelope and place it in the
offertory basket. Make checks payable to Fr.
Nicholas Mammi. Specific dates may not be
available. Please include a contact number to
arrange an alternate date if necessary.
Mark your calendar
6/16 – Movie night (Risen)
6/21-24 VBS
6/25 – Rosary for Marriage
6/30 – No Weekday Mass
Ministers for June 19
AS –
EM – Marie-Bernice Downey (W*); Timothy
Downey (W); Lilian East (W); Dick Ephgrave (W);
Colleen Ghammashi (B)
R –Jimmy McGarry (1); Blaise Plageman (2); Betty
Smith (Int)
U – Jimmy McGarry, Ricky East, Dick Ephgrave, Bob
Humkey

Collections:
Budget Amt. $3,846.15
Collection: $4,323.35
Surplus:
$ 477.20
Next week’s second collection will be for the Emergency
Fund for Parishioners. This fund help members of our
parish who find themselves in a financial emergency due
to illness or other factors. This money is given at the
discretion of the pastor. The first collection helps to pay
the everyday expenses of running the church. Thank you
for your support.

Parish Events

Parish Vision Statement: The process:
With the guidance of our facilitator and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the parish council, first individually,
and then as a group generated a list of characteristics we considered important in describing our parish (in five
years).
From the question “What is God’s Will for St. Joseph’s?” each person could name an element which for them
was essential. Responses came out as words, phrases, even sentences. All contributions were considered
worthy for the development of the Vision Statement. The list, a long one- twenty five items or so – was put on
paper and hung up for all to see.
Prayer was an integral part of our retreat and vital to our task: combining concepts meaningfully to produce a
compact statement with which each member could live with.

4th of July Picnic Basket Raffle
The Ladies Auxiliary of St. Joseph Church is
raffling off a “4th of July” picnic basket. Tickets
are $1.00 each and the proceeds will be donated
to our Youth Group. The drawing will l be held
on Sunday, July 3rd after the 10:15 Mass.

RCIA classes will begin on the Monday
after Labor Day. If you are interested in
learning more about the Catholic Church
or know someone who is, please contact
Jim Reaghard or the church office.

 Library News Our parish library
is always open for your convenience.
Stop in and browse through the
many sections including videos,
DVDs and Bible Studies. It is located
at the end of the hall across from the
stairway. You will be pleasantly
surprised!

St. Joe’s Farm VBS –
June 21-24 from 9amnoon for children preschool – age 10. It is not too
late to register your kids! They will have a lot of fun
and learn about how Jesus cares for all his flock!
please contact Donna McGarry at 638-4779 or
office@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net

Join in watching “Risen”! This film follows the epic Biblical story of the Resurrection, as told through the
eyes of a non-believer. Clavius, a powerful Roman Military Tribune, and his aide Lucius, are tasked with solving
the mystery of what happened to Jesus in the weeks following the crucifixion, in order to disprove the rumors
of a risen Messiah and prevent an uprising in Jerusalem. Movie will be shown downstairs at 6:30 on Thurs. June
16.
Around the Diocese

Catholic Men's & Women's Conferences
Save the dates for the upcoming Catholic Men's and Women's Conferences.
Men's Conference will be held on Saturday, September 10, 2016 at the Fort Magruder Hotel and Conference Center in
Williamsburg. The keynote speaker is dynamic Catholic musician and speaker Sean Forrest along with Father Damian
Ference, the Director of Human Formation at Borromeo Seminary.
Women's Conference will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2016 at the Crowne Plaza in Downtown Richmond. The
keynote speakers are renowned Catholic speaker and author Sarah Swafford along with Catholic musician, Sarah Hart.
cmfl@richmonddiocese.org

